
36th Congress, ) HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. C Report 
ls£ Session. $ ( No. 164. 

JETHRO BONNEY. 
[To accompany Bill H. R No. 422.] 

March 23, 1860. 

Mr. Tappan, from tlie Committee on Claims, made the following 

REPO RT. 
The Committee on Claims, to ivhom ivas referred the petition of Jethro 

Bonney, “ praying compensation for loss of property at the invasion of 
Piattsburg,’ ’ have had the same under consideration, and beg leave to 
report: 

That during the war of 1812 the petitioner raised and commanded 
a company of infantry in the State of New York, under a commission 
from his excellency D. D. Tompkins, then governor of the State, 
hearing date September 21, 1812. The records of the War Office show 
that he was in service with his company in the month of August, 
1813, and he claims to have served also at the battle of Piattsburg in 
1814 ; but of this he failed to produce record evidence. In reply to his 
application for the bounty land to which he seemed to be entitled, the 
Commissioner of Pensions said, “unless record evidence in some form 
can be found that Captain Bonney had a command at the invasion of 
Piattsburg, as alleged, his claim cannot allowed.” There was am¬ 
ple parol evidence of the fact, but the claimant was unable to produce 
a written record of his service, and he failed to receive the small bounty 
voted him by his country. 

But during and at the time of the invasion of Piattsburg, Captain 
Bonney had a small grocery store, which stood near the bridge, which 
interfered with the range of the American cannon in defending thatpoint, 
and the storehouse was accordingly demolished by order of the Amer¬ 
ican commander. The present claim is for compensation for the house 
thus destroyed, which he values at $400. Allen Sherman, a witness 
for Captain Bonney in his application for bounty land, stated that 
“ he assisted in tearing up the bridge to prevent the British forces 
from crossing it, and assisted our troops in tearing down a grocery of 
the said Captain Bonney, which stood near said bridge, and which in¬ 
terfered with the range of the American cannon which was placed 
there to defend said bridge, and that said building was worth about 
$400.” The petitioner has never received any compensation for the 
said loss of property, and is now upwards of 88 years of age, with his 
entire estate valued at ten dollars. Under all the circumstances sur¬ 
rounding the case, and in consideration of the patriotic services of Cap- 
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tain Bonney, who has never received any bounty from the government, 
hut without any recognition of the claim as based on the destruction 
of his grocery store, your committee think his petition entitled to the 
favorable consideration of Congress ; and they therefore report a bill 
for his relief, and earnestly recommend its passage. 
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